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Starting in Advent and all during the 2009 liturgical year Our 
Lady of Peace Parish will be celebrating  

the lives of the saints, persons whom the Church recognizes   
as being shining examples of qualities we can recognize and 
respond to.  

Some saintsô names are as familiar to us as our own: St.     
Patrick, St. Nicholas, St. Therese. But the Church has over 
2500 persons it lists as saints, and many more who are   
named ñvenerableò or óòblessedò who may someday be 
named ñsaint.ò It is some of these perhaps less familiar 
faces we hope to get to know in the coming year.  

Saints are an odd lot of people, some of them not at all 
what we would call ñsaintly.ò Some were narrow-
minded or tiresome or self - righteous. They shared the 
prejudices of their time and class. Some were wild, 
wayward youth. Many went through loss, fear, grief, 
pain, loneliness, anger, disillusionment ðthe kinds of 
things that strip away defenses and leave the soul na-
ked before God. They are people who were and are 
real, who have been in those terrible places and trans-
formed them ðand been transformed themselves.  

When facing truly frightening experiences, the knowl-
edge that others have faced the same pain and found a 
way to go on, to transform the experience through love 
and compassion, gives us courage. What makes the 
difference in the end is the strange thing we call faith. 
It is that mysterious gift of God that seems to allow all 
the goodness someone is capable of to flourish, so that 
a person can live through even great difficulties with 
courage and hope.  

It is hoped that learning about their lives can perhaps 
release in us the faith we didnôt know we had! 

By: Heidi Arnold                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



 By: Meredith Cesare  

Have you ever walked into 
mass on Sunday, and won-
dered why the Church looks the 
way it does?  Why some sea-
sons have elaborate decora-
tions, and others are plain and 
simple?  Or, have you just 
wondered why OLP is the way it 
is? I found myself thinking 
about these same questions 
(and more!) until last Novem-
ber.  A friend suggested that I 
go to a Liturgy Committee 
meeting, just to see what it was 
all about.  Although I did not 
participate in that first discus-
sion very much, I am now sec-
retary, and it is my job to take 
down all of the ideas thrown 
out there each month (and be-
lieve me, there are a lot!). Lit-
urgy Committee sounds like a 
daunting group  ̧a committee 
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on liturgy in the broadest sense 
of the word  ̧when in reality, 
you do not need to have any 
expertise, besides your own 
opinions and a genuine love for 
the parishioners of Our Lady of 
Peace to join in.  The members 
represent a blend of all the pa-
rishioners; from young to old; 
5:00 Saturday night goers, to 
4:30 Sunday afternoon folks.  
They come together on the sec-
ond Monday of each month to 
discuss basically everything go-
ing on in the parish  ̧from sea-
sonal environments, to mission 

speakers, service projects, and 
all the weekly things in be-
tween. In slightly more techni-
cal terms, Liturgy Committee 
sets out to achieve the ºfull, 
active, and conscious participa-
tion of the entire assembly at 
each parish liturgical event.»  A 
great deal of this mission is 
contained in the monthly meet-
ings.  Whether ideas or opin-
ions are fully supported, or put 
on the back burner for future 
meetings, the Committee repre-
sents stewardship in a truly 
beautiful way!  

  

      By:  Deacon Tony Alleruzzo  

                                                                                                                                                                                              

It is the simple things in life that make us witness to Christ.  It is casting away self -centeredness 
and living the two great commandments that Jesus taught us ï to love God with your whole 
heart, mind, and soul, and to love your neighbor as yourself. It doesnôt get any  simpler, or 
easier, than that!  

Dear Harry, Iôm sorry I donôt know your last name, but then you donôt know mine.  Iôm Gert, 
Gert at the 10 oôclock Mass every Sunday.  Iôm writing to ask you a favor.    I donôt know the 
priests too well, but somehow I feel close to you.  I donôt know  how you got to know my first 
name, but every Sunday morning you smile and greet me by my name, and we exchange a  
few words.  I just wanted to say thank you for taking the time to remember an old woman, for 
the smiles, your consideration, for your thoughtfulness. ñNow for the favor.  I am dying, Harry.  
My husband has been dead for sixteen years, and the kids are scattered.  It is very important 
to me that when they bring me to church for the last time, you will be there to say, óHello,  
Gert. Good to see you.ô  If you are there, Harry, I will feel assured that your warm hospitality  
will be duplicated in my new home in heaven.  With love and gratitude, Gert  

 

 

Author, Fr. William Bausch, tells a story about Harry the usher.  The 
pastor at a Catholic Church received a letter marked, ñPlease give to 
Harry the usher.ò  The pastor handed the letter over to Harry and this 
is what it said:   

...Not So Daunting  

more of a witness to Christ?  
How can I make my daily life  



Hearts & Hands is a parish Care 
and Concern Ministry, reaching 
out to help our neighbors. 
Whenever you or someone you 
know needs assistance in any 
of these areas, please contact 
one of the people on this list.  
Our aim is to share our care 
and concern with those who 
may need it.  
Coordinator                                   
Christine Beaver   833 -8017   

Prayer Support                       
(telephone prayer line)           
Daytime (9am  ̧6pm)  
Edythe Griffin   864 -1728     
Ann Dombrowski   864 -7766   
Evenings (6pm  ̧9pm)  
Marge Ward   833 -8837     
Christine Beaver   833 -8017   

Visitation                 
(hospitals, nursing homes, shut -
ins, ill at home, sending cards)  
Karla Sisinni   860 -8169   

Bereavement               
(funeral home visits, funeral 
food set -up, security watch, 
child care, follow -up) 
Cheryl Matlock   833 -2933   

Transportation                   
(to/from church, doctor ap-
pointments, etc.)                 
Call evenings  

Mark Benich 868 -2416  

Eucharistic Ministry    
(hospital, home visits)  

Frank & Kathy Eberle 833 -3338  

                                                
                                                                                                      
Home Service                 
(odd jobs, yard work, minor 
repairs, housekeeping)  

Warren Beaver   833 -8017  

If the individual groups       
leaders are not available, 
please contact the                     
Coordinator.  

   Hearts & Hand Prayer  

Robert 
Schneider  
My  favorite 
saint is     
St. Isadore                   
because he 
watches 
over farm-
ers. Farmers 

grow food and other goods 
for us to eat.  If farmers 
were not here we would 
starve.  

Zoe Chaney    

St. Anthony is 

my favorite 

saint because 

he helps me 

find stuff.  He 

helps me a 

lot.   

Rachel 

Hoag        

St. Francis  

of Assisi is 

because he 

gave all his 

stuff and 

money to the poor and he is 

the patron saint of animals.  

He could talk to them, he 

cared for them, and he      

respected them.   
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Krissy Fromknecht           

St. Madeleine 

Shopie Barat 

is my favorite 

saint because 

I did a project 

on her so I 

know a lot 

about her. Also she is the pa-

tron saint of schoolgirls and 

Iôm a schoolgirl. 

John -  Carlo 

Bizzarro  My 

favorite saint 

is St. John 

the Baptist. I 

chose him because I thought 

it was cool how he baptized 

Jesus.  I also admire his 

courage when the Queen was 

about to behead him.  

                                        

Victoria  

Sanders      

My favorite 

saint is St. 

Sebastian. He 

is my favorite 

because even though he was 

a Roman soldier he never 

stopped loving God.   

Lord God, we rejoice in              
the gifts of love we have        
received from the Heart          

of Jesus, Your Son.             
Open our hearts to use       

these gifts in loving               
service of others.  Amen.  

Who is Your Favorite Saint and Why?  


